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4. SLCN’s reserve land is located near the town of Valleyview, Alberta. Our territory spans

from north of High Prairie, east past Edmonton, south to Jasper and, most importantly, west

across the British Columbia border. Attached and marked as Exhibit “A” is a map of our

territory.

5. Through our oral histories, I know that Cree (nêhiyaw) laws and governance systems

operated since before Treaty No. 8 and continue to operate to today, even if we are limited

in our abilities to codify and write these down. These laws informed the Cree (nêhiyaw)

understanding of Treaty in 1899. Through our oral histories and consultation with our

members, we have understood that Treaty 8 tied us together with non-Indigenous partners

in a relationship with the Crown as our relations, like political cousins.

6. Our elders inform us that Treaty no. 8 was a ‘land sharing agreement’. We did not cede the

resources. We also know that our peoples (Woodland) are very close to and connected with

the Cree people (Plains) from Treaty No. 6 territory.

7. Our Cree law requires the Crown to carry forward the obligations and benefits of the treaty

relationship, and to represent non-Indigenous people in Treaty No. 8. According to our

understanding of Treaty No. 8, the Crown cannot delegate Treaty decision-making and

powers in substance or in process to individuals. Because of this understanding of the

Treaty relationship, Cree governments have contested the devolution of treaty obligations

from the British Crown to the Canadian government. We have also contested the creation

of Alberta and the unlawful transfer of the natural resources to this provincial entity in

1930, all without our consent. Again, according to our oral histories, Treaty No. 8 was to

last forever and our treaty partner cannot simply be subbed out.

8. From what I understand, our oral histories tell us that Treaties, including Treaty No. 8,

were made as sacred, binding agreements meant to last “as long as the sun shines and the

rivers flow.” They were not intended to be amended or changed unilaterally. Any

discussion about changes or adjustments would have required the full consent of the

signatory Nations, through proper ceremony and mutual agreement, not through written

law or government decision alone. Our ancestors never contemplated that the Treaty could

be undone, amended, or altered through any process initiated by individuals who came to

inhabit Alberta.
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9. Once a process to amend and alter the Treaty begins, including by way of petition without 

any involvement of SLCN and First Nations, and if it is allowed to continue, given the 

public statements regarding meetings with the Trump Administration of the Alberta 

Prosperity Project, Jeffrey Rath and Mitch Sylvestre, I am worried that it won’t matter that  

SLCN gets a say after the fact, later in the process, whether after the petition or a 

referendum.  

10. I say that it will be difficult to have any say if this petition continues and is successful, or 

even unsuccessful, because of the obviously fragile and uncertain global environment that 

exists today. For example, I have witnessed in the news the Trump Administration 

demonstrating a willingness to intervene in the affairs of sovereign states, including 

Venezuela and quite possibly Denmark/Greenland next. This is reported on several news 

outlets, daily. We cannot ignore it. We have also witnessed the messaging coming out of 

the Alberta Prosperity Project group, including but not limited to Mr. Rath’s public 

statements about his alleged meetings with the Trump Administration and their alleged 

enthusiasm for Alberta’s independence.  

11. In other words, if one of the most powerful countries in the world, our neighbour, 

recognizes Alberta at any stage of this process, practically I believe it will be very difficult 

if not impossible for us to assert our legal rights and enforce Treaty No. 8.  

12. Indeed, another lawyer affiliated with the APP, Keith Wilson has reduced our options to 

three in the event of Alberta Independence, all of which would be unilaterally imposed on 

us by the will of the majority and/or by the Trump administration’ actions:  

(a) Status quo (we are not sure what that means; does this means that our reserves 

would become effective ghettos and we would lose our rights to exercise, freely, 

our Treaty rights across Treaty territory?) 

(b) Substitute Canada for Alberta, which I understand the Alberta Court of King’s 

Bench found and agreed with us would contravene Treaty no. 8; 

(c) Negotiate a new treaty with a new Alberta, which we see as just changing 

colonizers. 
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13. Attached and marked as Exhibit M is a screenshot of Keith Wilson’s post from January 7, 

2026 as well as some of the comments underneath, currently available here: 

https://x.com/ikwilson/status/2008745301998530607?s=20.  

14. That is, there is no way for Alberta Independence to happen that does not alter the Treaty 

and, according to our oral histories, only the Crown and First Nations, including SLCN, can 

alter or amend the Treaty. Giving the power to individuals who happen to live in Alberta to 

initiate a process that, once started, may be irreversible, will cause harm to SLCN and our 

Treaty relationship with the Crown. 

15. However, even if the petition is allowed to proceed and unsuccessful by May 2, 2026, we 

are already seeing the racist blame game, asserting that our positions need “debunking”. I 

believe even an unsuccessful petition will have harm for SLCN based on these comments, 

but also based on Quebec’s experience where Jacques Parizeau blamed the “ethnic vote” 

for the 1995 Referendum loss. Attached and marked as Exhibit “N” is a news article 

referring to the statement Mr. Parizeau made.  

16. In the face of the seemingly constant threats to our Treaty and Treaty relationship from 

Alberta, as Chief and Council of Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation, we have made it our number 

one priority to defend our Treaty. We have created alliances with Treaty Nations who share 

our firm Treaty-Defender position. We have a Treaty Alliance with Onion Lake Cree 

Nation (“OLCN”) and O’Chiese First Nation to preserve protect and enhance treaty and 

inherent rights. The Treaty Alliance was formed through a solemn pipe ceremony, similar 

to the ceremony used to enter into Treaty No. 8 with the Crown. Both those Nations are in 

Treaty No. 6 territory. 

17. We have meetings with Treaty 6, 7, and 8 Chiefs about Alberta’s separatist enablement. 

Through these meetings, I have not met one Chief or Nation who supports Alberta 

Independence. There may be some individuals, including individuals who come from 

communities outside what is now Alberta, who support Alberta Independence but just like 

the APP can’t speak for Alberta, individuals don’t speak for our Nations. 

18. Our Nation has also worked with Mikisew Cree First Nation (“MCFN”) because of our 

common concerns of industrial development in Treaty No. 8 territory. This allegiance 

crystallized when we wrote a letter to Premier Danielle Smith on April 30, 2025. Attached 
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and marked as Exhibit “B” to my affidavit is a copy of this April 30 Letter and a 

screenshot of our Facebook post of the same. This letter was shared at least 6000 times 

through our Facebook post alone. 

19. Following this April 30 Letter, many other Nations followed suit, and we had a unified and 

strong rally, led by our Nations, on May 15, 2025, at the legislature.  I am not aware of any 

elected Chief and Council, as representatives of their Nations, who supports the separation 

of Alberta from Canada. 

20. With MCFN, we penned a second letter on May 14, 2025, a copy of which is attached and 

marked as Exhibit “C” to my affidavit. By live stream, I witnessed this letter being 

referenced in the legislature on the debate of Bill 54 by MLA Brooks-Arcand on May 14, 

2025, where he quoted from our letter “Bill 54 is harmful to our treaty relationship by 

giving individuals the ability to direct what happens on treaty land, a treaty that the Alberta 

government is not party to; this act alone is a breach of treaty and is not the government of 

Alberta’s jurisdiction.” 

21.  I watched this legislative session and witnessed Justice Minister  Mickey Amery state the 

following: “The proposed House amendment is in addition to the current already existing 

requirement in 2(4) of the Citizen Initiative Act that states that, An initiative petition 

proposal must not contravene sections 1 to 35.1 of the Constitution Act, 1982. Alberta’s 

government has heard concerns from Frist Nations regarding how a referendum question 

may impact existing treaties between First nations and the Crown. We are listening and we 

recognize the importance of protecting treaty rights, which is why we’re proposing this 

amendment.” This statement was made on May 14, 2025 in the Legislature, at page 3494 of 

the Alberta Hansard which is presently available at this link: 

https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/hansards/han/legislature_31/session_1/20

250514_1930_01_han.pdf#page=5.  

22. I understood this to be a promise from Alberta that they would not allow any constitutional 

referendum proposal to move forward that would contravene our Treaty and aboriginal 

rights as protected under section 35(1) of the Canadian Constitution Act, 1982. We refer to 

this as the “Amery Promise” in our Statement of Claim. I have communicated with Chief 

Raymond Powder of Fort McKay First Nation about the case they brought in relation to the 

Moose Lake Management Plan, and the importance of this case for them. There, then 

005



 6 

Premier Jim Prentice also made them a promise. Chief Powder thanked me for taking this 

very important issue on.  Because of the Christmas holidays and because most of our 

Nations close for the holidays, including SLCN, we have not had an all-Chiefs discussion 

on these developments since Bill 14 was passed. 

23. Our Nation participated as an intervenor in Sylvestre v. Chief Electoral Officer of Alberta. 

We were pleased with the decision on December 5, 2025 that recognized Cree Law and that 

the Amery Promise was met, despite our concerns over Bill 54 itself. 

24. On December 11, 2025, however, I was shocked to see Alberta pass Bill 14 and undo the 

Amery Promise.  That same day, I later learned that a notice of intent for a referendum on 

Alberta Independence was also submitted on December 11, 2025, as found to contravene 

the Treaty, in the Sylvestre decision just the week prior. 

25. On December 22, 2025, when our office was closed, we learned that the Chief Electoral 

Officer of Alberta had approved a petition on the same issue that the Sylvestre case found 

contravened Treaty and section 35(1). Our office was closed from December 19-January 5, 

2026. 

26. On January 2, 2026, I was again shocked to learn that the Chief Electoral Officer issued 

this petition, which was found to contravene Treaty and section 35(1). 

27. We announced our submission of filing of this action and our intention to bring this urgent 

injunction on January 2, 2026.  Attached and marked as Exhibit D is a copy of this 

announcement. We limited the comments on our Facebook page. 

28. Following this, the Alberta Prosperity Project, which I know to be a supporter of the 

petitioner Mitch Sylvestre, for reasons outlined below, posted articles and videos as 

follows: 

(a) Exhibit E: January 3, 2026, Debunking the Separatist Conspiracy Myths: Alberta 

Independence Emboldens & Attacks People who view Indigenous Rights as an 

Obstacle to be Removed, currently available here: 

https://albertaprosperityproject.com/indigenous/debunking-the-separatist-

conspiracy-myths-alberta-independence-emboldens-attracts-people-who-view-

indigenous-rights-as-an-obstacle-to-be-removed/  
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(b) Exhibit F: January 4, 2026, Fake News Alert: Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation did NOT 

Block Alberta Separatist Petition, which also cites and relies on videos made by 

Mr. Wilson. This post links to a video from Cory Morgan called “Alberta needs 

nobody’s permission to become independent.” The post is currently available here: 

https://albertaprosperityproject.com/featured/fake-news-alert-sturgeon-lake-cree-

nation-did-not-block-albertas-separatist-petition/  

(c) Exhibit G: is a screen shot of the linked Cory Morgan Video with some of the first 

few comments. As of January 7, 2025, it had almost 6000 views. The link currently 

available here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kk3FllvAIw&t=1s  

(d) Exhibit H: January 4, “Debunking the Fear: Alberta Independence Won’t Kill Our 

Market – It will Secure It”, Alberta Prosperity Project, posted as “International 

Support”, currently available here: 

https://albertaprosperityproject.com/energy/debunking-the-fear-alberta-

independence-wont-kill-our-oil-market-it-will-secure-it/  

29. The Alberta Prosperity Project’s website announced the petition of Mitch Sylvestre as if it 

was their own. From this announcement and their entire website which seems to be 

gathering “pledges”, I initially thought the APP were the petitioner.  I am informed by the 

website and do believe that Sylvestre is the CEO of APP.  I understand now that Sylvestre 

is the actual petitioner, but the APP is still posting about this issue. Attached and marked as 

Exhibit I is a copy of the post announcing the “Referendum” from which I came to this 

mistaken belief:  “Alberta Prosperity Project Achieves Major Milestone: Referendum 

Question on Independence Approved!”, currently available here: 

https://albertaprosperityproject.com/featured/alberta-prosperity-project-achieves-major-

milestone-referendum-question-on-independence-approved/ 

30. In Exhibit F above, there is the link with the following image, which is a caricature of an 

Indigenous person: 

007



 8 

 

31. In the linked video referred to in  Exhibit F,: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kk3FllvAIw&t=11s starting around minute 3:10, 

Cory Morgan makes the following statement about Alberta independence and the petition 

process, which I have transcribed to the best of my ability, which includes stereotypes and 

tropes about First Nation people as well inaccurate statements about Treaty, as compared to 

the Sylvestre decision. These statements further negatively impact our dignity and worth as 

First Nation people, but also SLCN as a Nation: 

 

“The main thing we are hearing now is, you’re not allowed to go, you’re not allowed to go, 

you have to get Indigenous permission. Absolutely not. It’s an absolute myth. Complete BS. 

Now, just responding to someone saying it’s complete crap. Okay, we got to be a little more 

nuanced. But the reality is Alberta, for one, you see you might have been seen the meme 

going around showing the map. Look at all this treaty land. None of it’s yours. No, 

actually, it's quite the opposite. 98 point some percent of Alberta’s land mass has been 

ceded, permanently forever. And they use those exact words in the Treaties 6, 7, 8. It’s 

done deal [sic], guys. 100 and some years ago. Only 1.3 per cent of the land is native 

reserve or Indian reserve by the old terms for it. They have no more control over our 

independence vote than anybody else. They have one vote each. The Sturgeon Lake Band, 

which is a gong show by the way, hardly an authority on anything. They’re just another 
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good example of why the reserve system should end, has put out a statement saying, 

“We’re not going to allow this to happen.” I don’t care. You don’t’ have the authority. 

There’s nothing in the treaties. There’s nothing in the Constitution. And that’s where we 

have to be careful with reasoning with people. But there’s nothing in there that says we 

need their consent, guys. It’s not there. We ‘ve got this mythological nation status that has 

been put upon Indian Bands that as if there are some sort of nations within nations. 

They’re anything[sic]. But guys, they’re dependencies with little more than municipal 

government authority in the end of things with special status through the Indian Act. The 

reserves are their[sic], theirs. Fine. Have them. We’re voting on the 98. 7 % that’s 

remaining outside of that. And people say, You can’t do that. That’s crown land.” There 

are people either they’re being disingenuous or they really do uh just have a terrible 

understanding go history. Crown is just a figure of speech. Now, King Charles has no 

claim on that land. The Natural Resources Transfer Act in the 30s put it to the provinces. 

It’s provincial managed land. It’s just government land. It’s public land and it’s our land. 

So no, we don’t need permission from the federal government to take control of the land. 

We already have it. So we don’t need the per permission from indigenous people. One of 

the other misinterpretations coming along is you need the rest of the country to sign off on 

it. No we don’t’ NO we do not. We do not have to ask the rest of Canada’s permission. It’s 

misinterpretation of the Clarity Act when yes the Constitution will have to be amended once 

a province votes to leave. That’s true. And it will take, you know, all of those parts of the 

formula for the majority of the rest of the country.” 

32. In addition to APP, several outlets and accounts reposted our January 2, 2026 

announcement. For example @theBreakdown posted it on several platforms including 

Facebook and X, formerly known as Twitter.  

33. On @theBreakdown post on Facebook, as of January 6, 2026, there were over six thousand 

likes. Many comments on Facebook were positive. However, there were several comments 

that made me feel worried for our people as Indigenous Peoples, that make us feel 

worthless and targeted as well as misinformation about our Treaty. Attached and marked as 

Exhibit J is a copy of this Facebook post with some comments, randomly screen shot. 

34. Attached and marked as Exhibit K is a copy of screenshotted post and comments on the 

@TheBreakdown on Twitter, formerly X,  as of January 4, 2026 between 6 and 7pm. There 

were hundred of comments that were racist and/or inaccurate.  I am informed from Nate 
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thoughtless attitude. … I seriously deplore this

manner of thinking and acting.”

We can assume Parizeau and many Yes side

supporters would have felt differently had

these communities endorsed sovereignty.

After all, he was quite emphatic about

securing the involvement of ethnic

community organizations in the 1995 pre-

referendum consultations on Bill 1, “An Act

Respecting the Future of Québec,” which

sought to draft a constitution for an

independent Quebec.

The referendum campaign was hard fought,

and on all sides emotions ran high. Many of

the major figures from that era are no longer

with us, and it’s important to remember the

vital contributions they made to past and

current debates about Quebec identity.

As we look to the future, we must remember

the lessons of that moment, not just the

outcome.

We should not ignore the more troubling

parts of the referendum story simply because

they might clash with one’s preferred

ADVERTISEMENT
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Cowan: Young Canadiens have each other's backs — and it shows
When the Habs began rebuilding, management focused on forging a winning culture. That goal is coming 
to fruition for the tight-knit team.

Montreal Gazette

Montreal Gazette

Edmonton Oilers looking to scratch not one, but two high-paid veterans

After Venezuela, Trump could put Canada ‘back in his crosshairs,’ Charest warns

Montreal Gazette

Montreal Gazette

U.S. seizes two more ships as Trump tightens Venezuela quarantine

From record to ‘robot’ quote, recapping Zayne Parekh’s world junior tournament

6-year-old girl dies after four-vehicle accident in Laval
Eight others were injured in the accident Monday night on Route 335 in Laval, including an infant who is 
in critical condition.
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